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SPECIAL ARTICLE

The Signifi cance of Human 

Papillomaviruses in Head and Neck 

Cancer Development

ABSTRACT
Head and neck cancers (HNC) are a heterogeneous group of diseases. 

Histopathological, these are head and neck squamous cell carcinoma (HNSCC) 

epithelium of the skin, mucosa of the upper aerodigestive tract, pharynx and larynx. 

HNSCC is the fi fth leading cause of cancer worldwide. The most important risk factors 

are alcohol and smoking. In the recent years, the studies have been conducted in 

order to prove the role of HPV in HNSCC carcinogenesis. The prevalence of HPV 

in HNSCC is 30%. HPV is often detected in biological materials of males. People 

with HPV positive HNSCC respond better to treatment and have a better treatment 

outcome than patients with no proven HPV. In the future, HPV should be the marker 

that will infl uence the choice of therapy in patients with HNSCC, but also the factor 

that will indicate the outcome of this malignancy in the human population.
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Figure 1. HPV genome (taken from Hadžisejdić, Ita, Magda-

lena Grce, and Blaženka Grahovac. “Humani papiloma virus 

i karcinom cerviksa: mehanizmi karcinogeneze, epidemi-

ologija, dijagnostika i profi laksa.” Medicina Fluminensis 46.2 

(2010): 112-123.
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Značaj humanih papiloma virusa u nastanku 

karcinoma glave i vrata

SAŽETAK

Karcinomi glave i vrata su heterogena grupa oboljenja. Histopatološki, to su planocelularni karcinomi pločasto slojevitog epitela 

(engl. HNSCC) kože glave i vrata, sluznica gornjeg aerodigestivnog trakta, farinksa i larinksa. HNSCC je peti najčešći maligni 

tumor kod ljudi širom svijeta. U najvećem broju slučajeva HNSCC se dovodi u vezu sa konzumacijom alkohola i duvana. 

Poslednjih godina rađena su istraživanja čiji je cilj bio dokazati ulogu humanih papiloma virusa (HPV) u karcinogenezi HNSCC. 

Prevalenca HPV-a u HNSCC je oko 30%. HPV je češće detektovan u biološkom materijalu osoba muškog pola. Osobe sa HPV 

pozitivnim HNSCC bolje reaguju na terapiju i imaju povoljniji ishod liječenja u odnosu na pacijente kod kojih nije dokazan HPV. 

U budućnosti, HPV treba da bude marker koji će uticati na izbor terapije kod oboljelih od HNSCC, ali i faktor koji će ukazati na 

ishod ovog malignoma kod pacijenata.

Ključne riječi: HPV, karcinom glave i vrata, dijagnostika


